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Brownfield remediation, the process of removing contaminants from sites that have been severely polluted through past use, typically due to industrial activities, has been practiced for decades to allow re-use of contaminated sites. The major concern with building on previously contaminated sites is generally human health, but there are social impacts as well.

Many urban brownfields, especially in the eastern U.S., are located on or near waterfront property, making them very valuable once remediation is complete. The combination of high costs–buying, remediating, and then building on the property–lead most developers to pursue the most profitable type of construction, high end residential development. Given that many urban brownfields are located in lower income areas and neighborhoods populated largely by communities of color, there can be a disproportionate impact on these communities, leading to the displacement of many residents who can no longer afford to live in the environmentally improved, redeveloped neighborhoods.

There has been a push in recent years toward so-called “brownfield revitalization” These developers strive to remediate contaminated properties in a way that fully engages local residents, increasing the quality of life for the community without displacing the existing residents. Following yesterday’s introduction to the science, engineering and regulation of brownfield remediation, today we visit a site that has undergone redevelopment in a way that engages, rather than displaces, the local residents. 

Agenda

1:00-1:30 
Introductions and overview of Riverside Mills Redevelopment Project and the Woonasquatucket River Greenway Project

1:30-2:00 
Walking tour of Riverside Mills Project

2:00-2:30  
Discussion about the roles of the Olneyville Housing Corporation and Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council in the project

over
Background and Resources

The Riverside Mills project, a US EPA Brownfield Showcase Community http://www.epa.gov/swerosps/bf/pdf/sc_rhode.pdf

Brownfields in the Providence area

http://www.brown.edu/Research/EnvStudies_Theses/summit/Briefing_Papers/Brownfields/index.html

Superfund, brownfields, remediation, and applicable laws

http://www.ehso.com/brownsfields.htm

Article about environmental justice implications of brownfield redevelopment

http://journals.cambridge.org/production/action/cjoGetFulltext?fulltextid=332492

Community-based brownfield redevelopment

http://www.planning.org/brownfields/pdf/resourcelist.pdf

The Noisette Company, one of the leading examples of community-based brownfield redevelopment (South Carolina )

http://www.noisettesc.com/ 

http://www.scseagrant.org/oldsite/pdf_files/ch_sum_05.pdf 

Lincoln Park Coast Cultural District (New Jersey)

http://www.lpccd.org/
